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food to meet

e s s e n t i a l

needs.

Fo r e i gn

E c o n o m i c

Administra-

tion, created

S e p t e m b e r

25, 1943, to

unify and con-

solidate war-

time governmental activities related to foreign economic

affairs.

At the time of December 7, 1941, the U.S. Army Air

Corps had 1,157 combat airplanes, of which only 159

were heavy-engined bombers.  At the end of hostilities,

the aircraft industry employed 1,650,000 persons and

had constructed 299,293 aircraft.  In 1941, 19,433

aircraft were produced in the United States.  In 1942,

47,836 were produced.

Night photo on page 72 is from
the author’s collection:  Honolulu,
early 1942.  It is beseeched by
towering searchlights looking for
enemy planes.  There was no so-
phisticated radar system, yet.  On
March 4, 1942, around 2 a.m. two
small Japanese flying boats pen-
etrated U.S. defenses and bombed
Oahu, Hawaii.

In the Mediterranean, the Atlan-
tic, the Indian Ocean or the Pa-
cific, war covered fathoms of sea,
and shipmates fought to survive
in fathoms of sea, top.  “General
Motors expects to employ
450,000 persons, Ford--200,000,
including 25,000 women among
the 100,000 of its bomber plant;
Chrysler--130,000....[Ford will
have] eleven miles of airplane
runways at Willow Run.”

Time magazine, Feb. 9, 1942 an-
nouncement of factory workers.
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