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In the spring of 1916, a guardian angel appeared to three peasant children, Lucia

dos Santos, Francisco Marto, and his sister Jacinta, in an olive grove near Fatima,

Portugal.  The heavenly angel, whiter than snow, transparent as crystal, asked the

three shepherd children to pray.  But, it was the following year when the story began

to venture on a world stage.

The event occurred on May 13, 1917, in the countryside above the grazing pas-

tures owned by Lucia’s father.  Lucia, Francisco, and Jacinta were out in the green

fields to pasture their flocks.  The sky was so bright and so blue that the children’s

thoughts belonged to their beautiful imagination.  Then, suddenly a loud clasp of thun-

der sounded out of nowhere.  In an instant, a flash of lightning sent the children run-

ning.  Frightened that a storm was brewing, they began to run back to their houses

when another flash of lightning and thunder rocked the skies.

Over a small oak tree at the Cova da Iria a lady of transcendent beauty “more

brilliant than the Sun” appeared and said, “Do not be afraid.  I will do you no harm.  I

am from Heaven.  I want you to come here on the thirteenth day for six months at this

same time, and then I will tell you who I am and what I want.”  She asked them if they

would like to offer themselves to God and accept sufferings for the conversion of sins.

They replied yes.  She told them to pray for peace before she disappeared.

The Portugal of 1917 was embroiled in Marxist ideology because of its 1910 So-

cialist revolution.  Marxism was new and was seen as the promising new reform in

Europe, where it all started.  It was the order of thought for the government of Portu-

gal.  In Fatima many churches were closed on orders of the government, reminiscent

of the early days of 1910.

  At this time, WW I had brewed for about three years.  One side was led by Ger-
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many.  The other side countered with the powers Imperial Britain, France, Imperial

Russia and, after 1916, the United States.  Imperial Russia was one of the most pow-

erful and largest states on the face of the Earth in 1916.  Russia, of all the nations of

the world, has the distinction of being named at Fatima.  For the most part, the Rus-

sians were still loyal to the Russian language and culture.  Christianity was the princi-

pal religion.

In October, Lenin encouraged an insurrection against the provisional government

and from that ensued the connecting rise of Marxist-Communism.  (That ideology

promised to end religion and faith.)

On the 13th of June, 1917, the Catholic feast day of St. Anthony of Padua, Portu-

guese government officials came looking for the three children at church service.  Only

Lucia was there, but she escaped and went to the Cova da Iria as instructed the month

before, the meeting place in the green pastures.

The Lady appeared to them for the second time over the same oak tree.  During

the apparition the Lady revealed their future. “I have been sent by God with a message

for every man, woman and child living in this century,” spoke the Lady.  She told only

the children to come back the next month and to pray the rosary.  She stated she would

take Francisco and Jacinta to heaven soon but, told Lucia she was to remain on Earth

a little longer.  “Have no fear,” she told them, adding for Lucia to remain to help bring

a path to God.  Also in the message the Lady, who did not reveal her name, desired the

children to learn to read and write and pray, and to establish a devotion to the Im-

maculate Heart in the world.  The children couldn’t read or write, and at that time the

nearby school was just for boys, and the mother of Lucia, the eldest, did not allow her

to go to any school.  Two magnificent rays of light encompassed the children.  The

children perceived a heart on the Lady, who was clad in white garment, with a blue

mantle over her head.  The mantle was bordered by a thread of gold.  The heart was

circled and pierced by thorns.

The reported apparitions spread all across Portugal.  Yet, the Catholic priests told

the children it was possibly the work of the devil.  The three were forbidden from

going back to the cova.  Based upon the voices of the three children their parents

disagreed with the priests and allowed them to return.  On July 13th a very serious

message was given.  The Lady told them to continue praying and that the war was

going to end.  She wanted them to continue to come every month, and that in October

she would let them know who she was, what she wanted, and that she would perform

a miracle so that everyone might see and believe.
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At this time she outstretched her hands from which light streamed, a light that

streamed to Earth, and the children were permitted a vision of Hell.  This came to be

known as the First Secret of Fatima.

She then told them further secret things she did not wish others to know.  The

Lady predicted another world war, worse than the first and that it would break out in

the time of Pope Pius XI.  She detailed to Lucia, “When you see a night illuminated

by an unknown light, know that this is the great sign that God is giving you, that He is

going to punish the world for its crimes by means of war, hunger, persecution of the

Church and of the Holy Father.”   To forestall this, she asked for the consecration of

Russia.  If her request was honored, there would be peace and Russia would be con-

verted.  But if not, Russia would be powerful, spreading wars, persecution and much

suffering.  Russia would be the instrument of punishment. The good news was that

eventually Russia would be converted and a period of peace would follow for the

world.  That was the Second Secret.  She asked that the rosary be prayed.

Then followed a Third Secret.  As described by Lucia about the Third Secret,

there was an Angel “with a flaming sword in his left hand.  Flashing, it gave out

flames that looked as though they would set the world on fire, but they died out in

contact with the splendor that Our Lady radiated towards him from her right hand:

pointing to the Earth with his right hand, the Angel cried out in a loud voice:  Pen-

ance, Penance, Penance!

“And we saw in an immense light that is God: something similar to how people

appear in a mirror when they pass in front of it, a bishop dressed in white.  We had the

impression that it was the Holy Father.  Other bishops, priests, men and women reli-

gious going up a steep mountain, at the top of which there was a big Cross of rough-

hewn trunks as of a cork-tree with the bark; before reaching there the Holy Father

passed through a big city half in ruins.

“And half trembling with halting step, afflicted with pain and sorrow, he prayed

for the souls of the corpses he met on his way; having reached the top of the moun-

tain, on his knees at the foot of the big Cross he was killed by a group of soldiers who

fired bullets and arrows at him, and in the same way there died one after another the

other bishops, priests, men and women religious, and various laypeople of different

ranks and positions.  Beneath the two arms of the Cross there were two Angels each

with a crystal aspersorium [a vessel that holds holy water] in his hand, in which they

gathered up the blood of the Martyrs and with it sprinkled the souls that were making

their way to God.” It ended, “In Portugal, the dogma of the Faith will always be preserved,
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On August 19, at Valinhos, the Lady reappeared to the children.  She promised to

return.  She repeated her message of prayer in September, and again said that a miracle

would occur in October.  Our daily life is packed with stress and challenging things.

We all have things to do in school and at home.

The difficulty of measuring the future is a heartache, especially if it is distant.

Despite this, we are in a fantastic wondrous era where even the average person can be

able to understand.

We are reminded that our Earth is part of a larger cosmos.  Yet, within this physi-

cal realm, is the nonphysical–that which is not easily touched or seen.

Some things that are non-physical happened a long, long time ago.

This is not to say we cannot learn from the past.  Put together all the yesterdays

and the todays of world history, and one learns to be mindful that the themes of today

are on a level more important than yesterdays, but the yesterdays should not be for-

gotten.

Some of the religious stories once thought of as legend have a basis of truth, and,

depending upon one’s faith, can even harness lessons in humanity.  One needs to learn

what Fatima is all about.  The main focus is on a message, a peasant girl Lucia, which

means light or the light of dawn, and the luminous apparition of a Blessed Lady, the

Mother of Jesus.  The Mother of Jesus Christ the divine Son of God is as unique as can

be and is part of this story.

She lived 2000 years ago and is known as the Blessed Virgin Mary of Nazareth,

the mother of Jesus.  For many, she is held in high esteem and reverence because she

has a way that touches people in this day and age.

She is from higher and more beautiful regions than those which ordinary men and

women know.  What lies ahead today falls under the category of supernatural, yet may

be answered by knowing a little bit more about her story.

OCTOBER  1917

Finally, there came the historic meeting on October 13, 1917, with thousands

present at the cove.  For the first time in modern history, a miraculous event supported

by thousands of eyewitnesses was recorded, an event normally associated with an-

cient biblical accounts.

Summer had definitely evaporated as a storm raged fiercely throughout Europe.

In the figurative sense, on display was the mortal storm of world war which was still
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being waged with horror unparalleled.  Countless soldiers were killing each other in

Europe, most notably in the fields of France.  In the literal sense, Portugal was drenched

in heavy rain October 13 after a long night of constant drizzles, and Fatima was dark

and gloomy.

So the stage was set.  With as many people as can easily fill any football or soccer

stadium, throngs of people were there to witness a miracle. The number on foot, in

wagons, bikes and cars, beside many donkeys each with its own little bundle of straw,

was fantastic and estimated between 60,000 to 70,000–much greater than any Laker

NBA basketball crowd you can ever visualize.

A professor from the University of Coimbra, Dr. José de Almeida Garrett, esti-

mated the crowds at over one hundred thousand.  A rumor had been spread that the

authorities were planning to explode a bomb at the very moment of the apparition, close

to the children.  Nevertheless, people came.

Close to noon, a tiny column of blue smoke seemed to appear and disappear three

times around the children.  Whatever conversation took place between the children

and the apparition, no sound was discernible except the children’s voices.  Lucia asked

who she was, and was told She is the Lady of the Rosary.  She was the mother of Jesus

Christ, the divine Son of God.  A chapel must be built in honor of the mother of Jesus;

that people should pray the rosary daily; that people all over the world must cease

sinning and offending God; and that the world war would end soon.

The climax, to use Lucia’s words from her memoirs, “The Blessed Mother out-

stretched her hand just as she was leaving, opened her hand and rays of light extended

in the direction of the Sun.  The Sun broke through the clouds, and gradually grew

pale so all could gaze.”  The Sun brightened as light seemed to blend and gleam from

The Blessed Lady’s hands, to paraphrase Lucia’s own words.  It appeared as a silver

saucer.  Rays of multicolored light streamed from the Sun in every direction, every

color of the rainbow.  While this was going on, the children were witnessing another

view.  Unlike the movies of Fatima the three children also saw Saint Joseph to the left

of the Sun holding the infant Jesus.

The baby Jesus, along with Joseph, appeared beside Mother Mary.  The Blessed

Lady appeared to Lucia twice more, once in her blue and white apparel, and the final

time in a brown robe.  While she was still in blue and white, Jesus and Joseph were

clothed in red, and appeared to be blessing the world. This vision did not remain, but

it was replaced by a more mature Jesus blessing the crowd.

As the children were enraptured by their most heavenly visions, the entire crowd
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was bathed in a continuous shaft of slowly changing light of different colors.  The

people, the animals, the trees and hills, and all the Earth were painted in the colors

similar to the coloring display that took place recently and was seen by eyewitness

of the solar eclipse on August 11, 1999.  Such an eclipse was international, but a

uniqueness also happened in 1999 near the tiny hills of Reims, France, baring the

clouds.  People there were actually bathed in a spectacular blue that seemed to eerily

transcend all the land.  One can only imagine how it looked in 1917 with the changing

colors.

The view was reported by numerous newspapers. The newspaper O Dia reported,

“The sky had a certain greyish tint of pearl, and a strange clearness filled the gloomy

landscape, every moment getting gloomier.  The Sun seemed to be veiled with trans-

parent gauze to enable us to look at it without difficulty.  The greyish tint of mother-

of-pearl began changing as if into a shining silver disc, that was growing slowly until

it broke through the clouds.  And the silvery Sun...was seen to rotate and wander

within the circle of the receded clouds!  The people cried out with one voice, the

thousands of the creatures of God whom faith raised up to Heaven, fell to their knees

upon the muddy Earth.

“Then, as if it were shining through the stained glass windows of a great cathe-

dral, the light became a rare blue, spreading its rays upon the gigantic nave....Slowly

the blue faded away and the light seemed to be filtered through yellow stained glass.

Yellow spots were falling now upon the white kerchiefs and the dark poor skirts of

coarse wool.  They were spots which repeated themselves indefinitely over the lowly

holmoaks, the rocks and the hills.”  The lively colors continued for many minutes.

The words of Dr. Garrett is most telling: “During this occurrence, the air took on

successively different colors.  While looking at the Sun, I noticed that everything

around me darkened.  I looked at what was nearby and I also cast my eyes away to-

wards the horizon.  Everything had the color of an amethyst, the sky, the air, every-

thing and everybody.  A little oak nearby was casting a heavy purple shadow on the

ground.  Fearing impairment of the retina, which was improbable, because then I would

not have seen everything in purple, I turned about, closed my eyes, cupping my hands

over them, to cut off all light.  With my back turned, I opened my eyes and realized

that the landscape and the air retained the purple hue.

“This did not give the impression of being an eclipse.  While still looking at the

Sun, I noticed that the air had cleared and I heard a peasant nearby say, ‘This lady

looks yellow.’  As a matter of fact, everything far and near had changed now.  People
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seemed to have jaundice.  I smiled when I saw everybody looked disfigured and ugly....”

One of the most interesting descriptions attributed to Dr. Garrett’s eyewitness

accounts is his description of the disc.  In some books it seems he described the Sun

as something different from the disc, which in most accounts are the same thing.  He

saw a disc of smoky silver, “a disc with a well-defined rim and clear edge, luminous

and lucent.”  Dr. Garrett is claimed to have said it could not be confused with the Sun

because the Sun was shining through a slight fog.  It appeared to spin profusely by

every account.  It was about two o’clock wartime or about noon, Sun time.

The phenomenon of the Sun was not witnessed by a select few; it was witnessed

by all present–a huge crowd composed of atheists as well as Christians.  The Sun

seemed to hurtle down into the Earth, but pay close attention, for as far fetched as it

may seem, what appeared to come down was something silvery and disk-shaped with

the power of immense solar energy to dry all the mud of a rain soaked Earth.  God did

not come to destroy the Earth, but to save it.  Villages surrounding Fatima saw the

apparition, but the rest of the globe did not experience the calamitous spin of the solar

object on the terrestrial phenomenon.  How the Sun came down while an Earth was

hurtling through space at 66,600 miles per hour is beyond me.  It was not felt on the

battlefields of France or the skyscrapers of New York.  However, it was very real

indeed.  The Sun broke through the clouds so that everyone could gaze at it and it did

its thing for at least 10 minutes.  The drama that it entails was chronicled by the words

of eyewitnesses and by the pen of newsreporters who were there.   When the Sun

began to spin inexhaustibly on its axis, it appeared to turn a bright red.

The Sun defied all laws of nature, and subsequently, appeared to grow larger and

larger as if it were getting closer.  People screamed as the heat increased.  They, in

anguish, frantically ran every which way as the shared effect, apparition, call it what

you like, materialized itself.  One can imagine the effect it had on all the people, the

ordinary people and the military, plus the countless police and reporters.  All felt the

same thing on that October, 1917.

The world had witnessed a strange sensation of the Sun that is difficult to explain.

It seemed to detach itself from the firmament and grew larger.  Who knows how many

thought this was the end of the world.  But, it was not.

The profound changes lasted approximately 12 minutes.  To top it off, when the
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Sun stopped plummeting, it just as suddenly ascended to its normal state, but not

before one more miracle was performed: as if by magic, the Sun had dried thoroughly

all the clothes of every person, plus the ground.  Mass hypnosis does not dry clothes

and land.   It was not a fairy tale or a dream.

When it was over on that October 13th, the people who were there had no logical

earthly scientific explanation why.  When it was over, everybody’s clothes were dry,

your shoes and shoelaces, dresses, caps and capes, every leaf and blade of grass was

dry.  The mud was gone.  Everything was dry as if by magic.

The event–as a student of history–cannot be denied and reinforces it was a dra-

matic historical event of profoundness.  Why did it happen, we are left with the ques-

tion?

It was as if someone was trying to tell us something that a profound event of

miraculous origin had to be shown to make sure there would be no mistake that it did

not occur.  To prevent future historians from saying it could not and did not happen.

Part of the message involves a spreading of evil, a semi-nocturnal combat filled

with explosive time-delays and booby-traps, it is the old story of the combat scenarios

between the forces of good and evil, except, that to loose means it turns into a real

individual thing,  From the time of its beginning to its finality, the Miracle of the Sun,

was a power that came from God.  The largest newspaper in Lisbon, an anticlerical

paper, had this account, as written by one skeptic Avelino de Almeida, the chief editor

of O Seculo:  “A spectacular, unique and incredible event, if one had not been a witness

to it!  The crowd is turned toward the Sun, which revealed itself free of clouds at full

noon.  The great star of the day makes one think of a flat plate of silver, and it is

possible to look on it, without the least discomfort.  It might be an eclipse.  But, it

burst forth in a colossal clamor, and we hear spectators all cry out, ‘miracle, miracle,

marvel, marvel.’   Before the astonished crowd– whose attitude transported us to

Biblical times, and whose uncovered dumbfounded heads contemplated the blue of

the sky– the Sun trembled, made strange brisk movements, unprecedented and outside

of cosmic law.  The Sun has danced.”  The love of the Blessed Mother, Mother of

Jesus Christ, the divine Son of God, is unique. She seems to transcend all the yester-

days and todays of world history.   Through her helpful intercession, She assists us in

attaining a union with her Son, Jesus Christ.

 Because so many witnesses, both Christian and non-Christian alike, experienced

the same thing, it confirms a reality that it happened.  It was more than angelic; it was

the mother of God trying to speak to the whole collective human race, sharing through
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a spiritual matter and terrestrial event how to avoid a doomed future.  The Blessed

Mother has a big goal and that is to redirect human energy into creating good because

we are worth it.

During the 25th Anniversary of 1917 (in 1942), a Cardinal Cerejeira said on May

13, 1942, the reason Portugal was saved and not touched by WW II was due to Portu-

gal being consecrated, and it would be a preview of what the Blessed Lady could do

for the whole world. This is an incredible footnote in history many do not know about.

Portuguese bishops in tiny Portugal gave a public testimony by consecrating the

nation in a sacred ceremony on May 13, 1931.  [Three years earlier, the Portuguese

bishops had consecrated their country to the Sacred Heart of Jesus.]  Against all odds,

it was untouched when the dreaded Spanish Civil War raged from 1936-1939; in fact,

the bishops did one step further–one that had been kept secret for a long time: when

all the bishops of Portugal met in May, 1936, as the flames of tormenting war and

savagery were beginning–some of the nastiest horrors in modern civil society were

perpetuated in Spain–they again requested special protection from the Blessed Mother

over the rage of the time brought about by atheistic communists, and made another

promise to lead a special national pilgrimage to solemnly give thanks to Jesus Christ

and the Mother of God.  They cried out to the Lord and stretched out their hands as the

terrible storm began to rage all around them.

Three hundred thousand were in Fatima to hear the following official consecra-

tion:  “The shepherds chosen by thy Son to watch over and feed in His name the sheep

He has acquired, at the price of His blood, in this land of holy Mary whose name

cannot be pronounced without pronouncing Thine own, came today as the official and

consecrated representatives of their flock and, in an act of filial homage, love, and

trust to solemnly consecrate the Portuguese nation to thy Immaculate Heart.  Take it

from our fragile hands into thine own.  Defend it, and guard it as Thy own property.

May Jesus reign, conquer and grow in it.  Outside of Him, there is no salvation.

“...Afflicted, we stretch out our suffering hands toward Thy Son, as we cry out,

‘Save us, Oh, Lord, for we perish.’  Intercede for Portugal, Oh, our Lady, in this grave

hour, for from the East flows furious winds bringing cries of death against thy Son,

and against the civilization founded on his teachings.  Deceiving minds.  Perverting

hearts.  And, lighting the fires of hatred and revolution in the world.  Help us Chris-

tians.  Pray for us.

“Intercede for Portugal, our Lady, which has even lost the notion of sin, exhaust

the rehabilitation of the flesh, in the face of the very cross of Thy Son, threatening to
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choke in this world, though leery of virtue, nourished by the Eucharist blood of Jesus.

Virgin most powerful, pray for us.  Intercede for Portugal, our Lady, in this hour of

passion and doubt, when even the good run the risk of being lost.  Unite all the Portu-

guese people around thy Son in the love of the Church, and also in the civilization of

virtue, and respect for order and fraternal charity.  Queen of peace, pray for us.

“Remember, finally, Patroness of our country, that Portugal once taught so many

lands to proclaim Thee blessed among all women.  In remembrance of what it did for

Thy glory, Oh, Our Lady of Fatima, save it by giving it Jesus, in Whom it will find

truth, life and peace.”

For over two years, events and civil unrest in its neighbor turned brutal and were

so alarming that many in Europe were certain it would spill into little Portugal.  Sail-

ors of two Portuguese warships mutinied in favor of joining the Reds in Spain on

September 8, 1936...but, nothing happened.  A powerful bomb exploded in mid 1937

not even 10 feet away from the pro-Catholic president Salazar, yet he escaped un-

scathed–his poor chauffeur lost his hearing.  The invisible hand of God protected that

country and, true to their word, a very huge procession and consecration ceremony

occurred in 1938.   Five hundred thousand people in the company of all the bishops

made the special trek to the Cova da Iria.  Millions, moreover, across the country

united themselves in prayer.   We cannot fail to recognize this amazing power of mass

prayer.   It was a phenomenal form of prayer and spiritualism unseen for years in

Christiandom, actually in all modern society.

The magazine “Fatima” reported on September 27, 1967, that a Bishop Joao Pereira

Venancio gave the pope a letter from Sister Lucia, perhaps outlining some message or

request unheeded.   To this day it has never been made public.  Perhaps this letter is a

rumor.  This so-called letter is part of a much larger story which is associated with

three secrets.  Number three is divided into two parts, and a part of it was revealed in

A new government was formed in Spain after revolution broke out.  By April 1936, Russian ships
were delivering arms to Spain for the govt. of the new Spanish President, Manuel Azana. What followed
became ghastly.  Between July 1-Sept 1, 1936, over 5,000 priests and 2000 monks were butchered.
Hundreds of nuns and novices were murdered.  A NY Times report saw “the body of a priest, Jose de La
Cora, crucified, head down” on his main door of his church.  It was a crime to be Catholic and thou-
sands paid the price.  This formed the early phase of the Spanish Civil War and is rarely publicized.
The Civil War pitted counterrevolutionaries against the Communists government, the Carlists vs the
Bolsheviks, the red-bereted Nationalists vs the red-flagged Republicans, Franco vs Azana, fascists vs
internationalist brigades.

*

*



15

Alert: For The Times, Cascading Storms,    © by R Valentine Do not copy without  permission

the year 2000.  In 2006-2007, it was revealed by an archbishop that the Third Secret

contains two envelopes and hence the Third Secret consequently has two parts.  He is

still alive although he is nearly 93-years old.  His name is Archbishop Loris F. Capo-

villa, the former personal secretary to Pope John XXIII.

The secrets delivered over the initial six appearances made by the Blessed Mother

at Fatima, in addition to the consecration of Russia, were revealed for the first time in

1941 by Lucia, but only the first two were told, initially.

By 1941, little Francisco and Jacinta had sailed to the other world, for death had

arrived on their doorstep within 28 months of the miracle of the Sun.  Francisco died

of influenza in April, 1919.  Jacinta died in February, 1920.  On September 12, 1935,

the corpse of Jacinta was removed to Fatima.  When the casket was opened for exami-

nation the face of the little girl appeared preserved, despite the fact her body had been

covered with quicklime as a medical measure against influenza and buried for over 15

years.  Quicklime is a substance used to hasten the decomposition of dead bodies.  Sister

Lucia died on February 13,  2005.

The Catholic Church began its official inquiry into the events at Fatima in 1922,

after two of the children had died.  The apparitions were officially declared worthy of

belief in October, 1930.  In the same year the cultus of Our Lady of the Rosary of

Fatima was heralded.

In 1946, Pope Pius XII wrote favorably of the Blessed Virgin’s message at Fatima

in his encyclical De parea Virginis Mariae.  That same year Pope Pius XII proclaimed

Her officially, “Queen of the World.”   The site where the apparitions occured is today

one of the largest Marian shrines in the world, visited by over four million people each

year.  For over sixty years, a secret request entrusted to Lucia at Fatima for the conse-

cration of Russia (the Soviet Union) to the Immaculate Heart of Mary went unheeded.

[The fervent ideology behind that great nation was: Communism.  Communism de-

scended upon the world and, in my lifetime, it seemed unthinkable that the Soviet

Union could ever be toppled without a war.]  The once-mighty Soviet Union does not

exist today, because it is broken up into different little countries.  The only major

power that remains Communist today is Red China with its red flag.

excerpt from Alert For The Times: Cascading Storms, Climate, History and What To

Look For, by Robert C. Valentine (2010)
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